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Course Change Request

Academic Career Undergraduate, Lawrence

Subject Code PHSX   Course Number 315

Academic Unit Department Physics & Astronomy

  School/College College of Lib Arts & Sciences

Locations

 

Title Introduction to Computation for Physics and Astronomy

Transcript Title Intro Comput Phys and ASTR

Effective Term Spring 2021

Catalog
Description

Prerequisites

Cross Listed
Courses:

Credits 3

Course Type

Grading Basis A-D(+/-)FI (G11)

Is this course part of the
University Honors Program?

No

Are you proposing this
course for KU Core?

No

Typically Offered Once a Year, Usually Spring

Repeatable for
credit?

No

Principal Course
Designator

Course
Designator

N - Natural Sciences

  No

In Workflow
1. CLAS

Undergradua
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. CUSA
Subcommitte

3. CUSA
Committee

4. CAC
5. CLAS Final

Approval
6. Provost's Offi
7. Registrar
8. PeopleSoft

Approval Path
1. 08/28/20 9:53

Rachel Schwi
(rschwien):
Approved for
CLAS
Undergraduat
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. 09/02/20 11:5
am
Sneha Verma
(s561v745):
Approved for
CUSA
Subcommitte

New Course Proposal
Date Submitted: 05/07/20 6:19 pm

Viewing: PHSX 315 : Introduction to Computation for Physics and
Astronomy
Last edit: 08/28/20 9:53 am
Changes proposed by: shark

Lawrence

Do you intend to offer any portion of this course online?

No

This course introduces the use of computational techniques as applied to solving problems in physics and
astronomy. It serves as a gateway to the use of such methods in upper level classes and research. Highlighted

techniques will include the use of numerical methods for the solution of differential equations encountered in physics and astronomy,
the use of random numbers for simulation & modeling, data analysis using computers, & data visualization. Problems will be drawn
from a wide variety of physical applications including mechanics, electromagnetism, thermodynamics, and stellar dynamics. Students
will develop their own computer programs to investigate, illustrate, & report their results.

EECS138 or EECS168 or EECS169, or permission of the instructor
Co-requisite: PHSX 212 or PHSX 214

Lecture (Regularly scheduled academic course) (LEC)

Are you proposing that the course count towards the CLAS degree specific requirements?

Will this course be required for a degree, major, minor, certificate, or concentration?
J

mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu
mailto:lluckey@ku.edu;%20jredeker@ku.edu;%20a771v482@ku.edu
mailto:kobryon@ku.edu;%20rondaball@ku.edu;%20jnew@ku.edu
mailto:PeopleSoft@ku.edu
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  No

Rationale for
Course Proposal

KU Core
Documents

Course Reviewer
Comments

Ke

This course will play a critical role in the department's ongoing efforts to increase the computational content of our upper level AST
and PHSX courses and thus our degree programs. Although this course will not be immediately required for the degree, the intention i

make it a degree requirement within three years after other aspects of our curriculum change have been settled.

Whi h
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Course Change Request

Academic Career Undergraduate, Lawrence

Subject Code SPAA   Course Number 692

Academic Unit Department Public Affairs & Adm, School

  School/College College of Lib Arts & Sciences

Locations

 

Title Research Experience

Transcript Title Research Experience

Effective Term Summer 2020

Catalog
Description

Prerequisites

Cross Listed
Courses:

Credits 1-3

Course Type

Grading Basis A-D(+/-)FI (G11)

Is this course part of the
University Honors Program?

No

Are you proposing this
course for KU Core?

No

Typically Offered Typically Every Semester

Repeatable for
credit?

Yes

For how many maximum credits 6

Can a student be enrolled in multiple sections in the same semester?

  No

Principal Course
Designator

In Workflow
1. CLAS

Undergradua
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. CUSA
Subcommitte

3. CUSA
Committee

4. CAC
5. CLAS Final

Approval
6. Provost's Offi
7. Registrar
8. PeopleSoft

Approval Path
1. 08/17/20 11:2

am
Rachel Schwi
(rschwien):
Approved for
CLAS
Undergraduat
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. 09/02/20 11:5
am
Sneha Verma
(s561v745):
Approved for
CUSA
Subcommitte

New Course Proposal
Date Submitted: 12/05/19 3:18 pm

Viewing: SPAA 692 : Research Experience
Last edit: 12/05/19 3:18 pm
Changes proposed by: b674l946

Edwards
Lawrence

Do you intend to offer any portion of this course online?

No

Designed for advanced undergraduate students. Students enhance their research skills by working one-on-one
with a faculty member on an independent scholarly project. Students are required to complete a final project or

presentation, through advising and consultation with the designated faculty member. 

Permission of academic unit. 

Independent Study (Non-research course – Examples: Private lessons, readings, independent study) (IND)

Programs
referencing this
course

PUAD-MIN: Public Administration, Minor
PUAD-BA/BGS: Public Administration, B.A./B.G.S
PUAD-BA/BGS: Law and Society
PUAD-MIN: Law and Society

mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu
mailto:lluckey@ku.edu;%20jredeker@ku.edu;%20a771v482@ku.edu
mailto:kobryon@ku.edu;%20rondaball@ku.edu;%20jnew@ku.edu
mailto:PeopleSoft@ku.edu
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=357
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=443
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=477
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=543
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Course
Designator

S - Social Sciences

  No

  No

Rationale for
Course Proposal

KU Core
Documents

Course Reviewer
Comments

Ke

Are you proposing that the course count towards the CLAS degree specific requirements?

Will this course be required for a degree, major, minor, certificate, or concentration?

Combining duplicative research experience courses for PUAD and LWS into one general SPAA course. 
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Course Change Request

Academic Career Undergraduate, Lawrence

Subject Code SPAA   Course Number 693

Academic Unit Department Public Affairs & Adm, School

  School/College College of Lib Arts & Sciences

Locations

 

Title Directed Readings

Transcript Title Directed Readings

Effective Term Summer 2020

Catalog
Description

Prerequisites

Cross Listed
Courses:

Credits 1-3

Course Type

Grading Basis A-D(+/-)FI (G11)

Is this course part of the
University Honors Program?

No

Are you proposing this
course for KU Core?

No

Typically Offered Typically Every Semester

Repeatable for
credit?

Yes

For how many maximum credits 6

Can a student be enrolled in multiple sections in the same semester?

  No

Principal Course
Designator

In Workflow
1. CLAS

Undergradua
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. CUSA
Subcommitte

3. CUSA
Committee

4. CAC
5. CLAS Final

Approval
6. Provost's Offi
7. Registrar
8. PeopleSoft

Approval Path
1. 08/17/20 11:2

am
Rachel Schwi
(rschwien):
Approved for
CLAS
Undergraduat
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. 09/02/20 11:5
am
Sneha Verma
(s561v745):
Approved for
CUSA
Subcommitte

New Course Proposal
Date Submitted: 12/05/19 3:19 pm

Viewing: SPAA 693 : Directed Readings
Last edit: 12/05/19 3:19 pm
Changes proposed by: b674l946

Edwards
Lawrence

Do you intend to offer any portion of this course online?

No

For advanced undergraduate students who wish to study a specific topic of interest that is not covered in the
curriculum. Each student must complete a proposal outlining his or her topic request and submit to the

Undergraduate Coordinator. 

Permission of the academic unit. 

Independent Study (Non-research course – Examples: Private lessons, readings, independent study) (IND)

Programs
referencing this
course

PUAD-MIN: Public Administration, Minor
PUAD-BA/BGS: Public Administration, B.A./B.G.S
PUAD-BA/BGS: Law and Society
PUAD-MIN: Law and Society

mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu
mailto:lluckey@ku.edu;%20jredeker@ku.edu;%20a771v482@ku.edu
mailto:kobryon@ku.edu;%20rondaball@ku.edu;%20jnew@ku.edu
mailto:PeopleSoft@ku.edu
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=357
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=443
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=477
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/programadmin/?key=543
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Course
Designator

S - Social Sciences

  No

  No

Rationale for
Course Proposal

KU Core
Documents

Course Reviewer
Comments

Ke

Are you proposing that the course count towards the CLAS degree specific requirements?

Will this course be required for a degree, major, minor, certificate, or concentration?

Combining duplicative directed readings courses for PUAD and LWS into one general SPAA course. 
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Course Change Request

Academic Career Undergraduate, Lawrence

Subject Code HUM   Course Number 205

Academic Unit Department Humanities

  School/College College of Lib Arts & Sciences

 

Please Explain
This course may be offered in full or in part online. 

Title Western Civilization II

Transcript Title Western Civilization II

Effective Term Spring 2021

Catalog
Description

Prerequisites

Cross Listed
Courses:

Credits 3

Course Type

Grading Basis A-D(+/-)FI (G11)

Is this course part of the
University Honors Program?

No

Are you proposing this
course for KU Core?

Yes

Typically Offered Typically Every Semester

Repeatable for
credit?

No

Principal Course
Designator

Course
Designator

H - Humanities

  No

In Workflow
1. CLAS

Undergradua
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. CUSA
Subcommitte

3. CUSA
Committee

4. CAC
5. CLAS Final

Approval
6. Registrar
7. PeopleSoft
8. UCCC CIM

Support
9. UCCC Prelim

Vote
10. UCCC Voting

Outcome
11. SIS KU Core

Contact
12. Registrar
13. PeopleSoft

Approval Path
1. 05/26/20 8:53

Rachel Schwi
(rschwien):
Approved for
CLAS
Undergraduat
Program and
Course
Coordinator

2. 09/02/20 12:0
pm
Sneha Verma
(s561v745):
Approved for
CUSA
Subcommitte

Date Submitted: 05/21/20 11:21 am

Viewing: HUM 205 : Western Civilization II
Last edit: 05/21/20 11:21 am
Changes proposed by: arcs

Do you intend to offer any portion of this course online?

Yes

A program of study emphasizing the reading and discussion of some of the influential writings and ideas that
have shaped the intellectual and cultural heritage of the Western world. Western Civilization II includes readings

from the modern period.

None

Lecture (Regularly scheduled academic course) (LEC)

Are you proposing that the course count towards the CLAS degree specific requirements?

Will this course be required for a degree, major, minor, certificate, or concentration?

Catalog Pages
referencing this
course

Bachelor of Music in Music Performance: Organ and Church
Music
Bachelor of Science in Behavioral Neuroscience
Bachelor of Science in Economics
Co-Major in European Studies

mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20s561v745@ku.edu
mailto:kjh@ku.edu;%20bbradley@ku.edu;%20rschwien@ku.edu;%20klatta@ku.edu
mailto:kobryon@ku.edu;%20rondaball@ku.edu;%20jnew@ku.edu
mailto:PeopleSoft@ku.edu
mailto:h465s133@ku.edu;%20s941s550@ku.edu
mailto:h465s133@ku.edu;%20s941s550@ku.edu
mailto:h465s133@ku.edu;%20s941s550@ku.edu
mailto:kuizen@ku.edu
mailto:kobryon@ku.edu;%20rondaball@ku.edu;%20jnew@ku.edu
mailto:PeopleSoft@ku.edu
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/music/bm/bm-organ-church-music/index.html
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/psychology/bs-behavioral-neuroscience/index.html
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/economics/bs/index.html
https://next.catalog.ku.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/global-international-studies/european-studies-co-major/index.html
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  Yes

Which Program(s)? Program Code - Name

(HUM-BA) Humanities, B.A.

Describe how: This course is a major elective for the BA degree in Humanities. 

 

Rationale for
Course Proposal

  Yes

Name of person giving
departmental approval

Margot Versteeg   Date of Departmental
Approval

5/1/2020

Selected Goal(s)

Do all instructors of this course agree to include content that enables students to
meet KU Core learning outcome(s)?

  Yes

Do all instructors of this course agree to develop and save direct evidence that
students have met the learning outcomes(s)?

  Yes

Provide an abstract (1000 characters maximum) that summarizes how this course
meets the learning outcome.

  This course includes multiple levels of writing instruction with a portfolio approach of
learning about great books by creating a “book” of course writings. This includes
exploration of ideas , analysis of texts, and development of composition skills through
journal entries and discussion responses that engage course readings in an informal
context. Formal assignments include a scaffolded series of writings consisting of an
analytical paper, a reflective/personal essay, and a capstone synthesis. At the end of
the semester students revise and compile their writings into a portfolio that records
their reading, writing and thinking throughout the semester. The final examination
requires demonstrated proficiency in all writing strategies covered in the course. 

Selected Learning Outcome(s):

 
Goal 2, Learning Outcome 1

 

This course has been approved as part of the Western Civilization sequence. This request is for Core goal 2.1 authorization. 

KU Core Information
Has the department approved the nomination of this course to KU Core?

State what aspects of your course or educational experience will include instruction in how to: (Please limit responses to 1000
characters.) a) Analyze how language and rhetorical choices vary across texts and different institutional, historical, and/or public
contexts. b) Demonstrate rhetorical flexibility within and beyond academic writing, c) Revise and improve their own writing.

Many class lectures and discussions challenge students to consider language and rhetorical transitions of course authors over tim
For example, John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government and Martin Luther King, Jr’s Letter From Birmingham Jail provide studen
the opportunity to compare similar themes in the context of different language and style. Discussion of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
addresses genre and style as rhetorical devices. Students demonstrate their own rhetorical flexibility in moving from the language of
analysis to reflection to synthesis in completing required writing assignments. Formal writing assignments are subject to revision
incorporating instructor feedback and peer reviews prior to inclusion in the final portfolio. 

State what writing assignments (a minimum of 2000 words/course) in English will include at least three different types of writing for
different purposes, audiences, or media. (Please limit responses to 1000 characters.)

Journal entries and discussion responses are informal and geared to question formation, idea generation, and connectivity betwe
assigned readings. The audience is the student, the instructor and peers. The analytical essay requires development of a thesis and
persuasive argument based on textual evidence in traditional academic language for an academic audience. The reflective piece
challenges students to build on the strategies of the first essay to develop a personal point of view about an issue presented in the
course readings. As such, it fosters process awareness and self-assessment. The final essay requires rhetorical mastery of multiple
writing strategies studied in the course to synthesize and compare ideas encountered throughout the semester. This essay serves as
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KU Core
Documents

Course Reviewer
Comments

K

preparation for the final course examination and targets the instructor as audience. The portfolio project completed at the end of the
semester is designed with an audience of peers in mind.

State how your course will deliver structured feedback to students that leads to revision and sequential improvement of their texts
(for example, through the revision of successive drafts). (Please limit responses to 1000 characters.)

Students receive instructor comments and written feedback on all writing including journal entries, discussion questions, and form
essays. Students participate in peer review workshops for formal essay assignments and in a conference with the instructor for
feedback and assessment of the first and second papers. Each student submits a full revision of at least one formal writing
assignment prior to compiling the portfolio, and is encouraged to edit and revise all portfolio pieces for coherence and consistency o
content and style.

State how you will evaluate the quality of students'' written communication and how you will use this evaluation for a supermajority
(greater than or equal to 60%) of the final course grade. (Please limit responses to 1000 characters.)

Journals, discussion responses and other in-class writings count for 20% of the course grade. These writings are evaluated on a
check/ plus/minus system. Formal assignments total 30% of the grade and are evaluated on the basis of the attached rubric for
designated letter grades. The portfolio project, at 20% of the final grade, is evaluated on the overall content and presentation of the
document, and the amount and quality of demonstrated writing revision. The final examination, 20% of the course grade, is graded f
both course content and rhetorical mastery. Students are responsible for demonstrating competence in all writing strategies covered
the course of the semester. 

HUM 205 Syllabus 2 1.doc 

Rachel Schwien (rschwien) (05/26/20 8:53 am): Already approved for KU Core 1.1 and 4.2

https://next.catalog.ku.edu/courseadmin/5036/HUM%20205%20Syllabus%202%201.doc


 WESTERN CIVILIZATION II 
     HWC 115/205  

 
Course 
Description 

This course  uses readings  and writing to explore and understand the record of Western 
Civilization from the European Enlightenment through the early twentieth century. This is a 
writing intensive course designed to expand critical thinking and global awareness  through the 
medium of composition practice. This course satisfies  KU Core Goals 1.1 and 2.1 Specific 
instructions for all assignments will follow. Students  write approximately 4500  words in the 
course of the semester including a final essay examination which tests writing strategies as well as 
course readings and lecture material.  Writing assignments are scaffolded in difficulty and require 
students to build on previously-learned skills and engage in  drafting, revising, and consulting with 
the instructor.  Note: grading rubric attached.  

 
Course 
Work  Informal writing: Journals, Discussion Question, quizzes  20% 
  Formal Writing Assignments     30% 
   Analytical Essay (10%) 
   Reflective / Personal Essay  (10%) 
   Capstone Synthesis (10%) 
  Portfolio Revision Project      20% 
  Final Examination      20% 
  Participation       10% 
 
Goals  By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 
 

1.Analyze and evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view presented in primary texts of               
   several  genres ,cultures, and historical periods treated in the course. 

  2. Recognize literary  and rhetorical conventions in texts of various genres. 
  3. Present a critical  analysis  of primary texts in a formal essay. 
  4. Demonstrate competence in non-academic writing strategies such as the personal essay.  
  5. Develop basic research skills in the field of interdisciplinary study, synthesize information, and  
      effectively communicate results in a capstone paper.  

6. Discuss, debate, and critically analyze a range of ideas and points of view in a group setting. 
Academic 
Misconduct Cheating, plagiarism and forgery are forbidden by University rules, the HWC Program, and by the 

instructor. Minimum penalty for any such incident  is a failing grade for the assignment in 
question.  If you have questions about collaboration or citing of sources, see me or your discussion 
leader.   

 
Special  
Needs  Any student who has a disability that prevents the fullest expression of his or her 

abilities should contact me as soon as possible to discuss class requirements. 
   
Texts  Rene Descartes. Discourse on Method (Hackett)     
  John Locke. The 2nd Treatise on Government (Crofts) 
  Jean Jacques Rousseau. Discourse on Inequality (Hackett) 
  Mary Shelley. Frankenstein (Dover) 
  W.E.B DuBois. Souls of Black Folks  (Dover) 
  Marx & Engels. The Communist Manifesto (Bedford) 
  Virginia Woolf. A Room of One’s Own (Harcourt) 
  Martin Luther King, Jr. Letter from Birmingham Jail (Bb) 
   

Patterns in Western Civilization, vol  II. 4th ed.  (PWC) 



Bullock and Brody & Weinberg. The Little Seagull Handbook     

Total Points Possible 

 

                  Criteria for Evaluating and Grading Written Work 

Points 
Received 

   
 

 A B C D/F   

Thesis : 10  

Thesis is concise, clear, 
easily identifiable, 
sufficiently addresses 
the assignment, 
plausible and 
appropriate 

 8-10 points  

Thesis is unclear or 
awkwardly formulated, 
may be only implied, 
may not be argued 
throughout 

 

6-7 points  

Thesis is unclear and 
incorrectly placed, 
may be vague, simply 
descriptive, or 
confusing, may be 
based in part on 
misinterpretation 

4-5 points  

Missing or very unclear 
thesis, may be based 
on misinterpretation of 
the question or prompt 

 

3-0 points 

____ 

Organization: 20  
 

Concise paragraphs, 
strong topic sentences, 
smooth transitions, 
coherent and logical 
progression of argument 

16-20 points 

Generally logical but 
confusing in places, 
some disorganized 
paragraphs or awkward 
transitions 

12-15 points 

Confusing, 
disorganized 
paragraphs, no clear 
transitions, 
underdeveloped 

7-11 points 

Little focused 
development, 
disorganized 
paragraphs and 
sentences, paper does 
not flow 

6-0 points 

____ 

Use of Evidence: 30 
 

Assigned/approved 
sources, accurately 
portrayed, smoothly 
integrated, proper 
citations and adherence 
to style guide 

25-30 points 

Sticks to approved 
sources but some 
“cherry-picking,” 
evidence not 
incorporated well, small 
errors in citations/style 
guide adherence 

19-24 points 

Evidence inaccurately 
portrayed, not 
incorporated well, 
multiple critical errors 
in citation/style guide 
adherence  

13-18 points 

Little evidence cited or 
evidence from 
unapproved or 
inappropriate sources, 
failure to cite properly, 
no adherence to style 
guide 

12-0 points 

____ 

Critical Analysis: 20 
 

Engages in an 
innovative/critical way, 
original arguments, no 
summary, addresses 
counter-arguments 

 

16-20 points 

Analysis slightly 
insightful but may 
include unnecessary 
summary, could achieve 
higher level of analysis 

 

12-15 points 

Analysis may be 
slightly insightful but 
generally either 
missing or mostly 
summary; may show a 
misunderstanding of 
the text 

7-11 points 

No analysis is present, 
or based on textual 
misinterpretations. 
“Analysis” is merely a 
textual summary 

 

6-0 points 

____ 



Mechanics: 20 
 

Paper has no errors in 
spelling, usage, 
grammar, syntax, and 
formatting  

 

16-20 points 

One or two small errors 
in grammar, syntax, or 
formatting 

 

12-15 points 

Unclear, difficult to 
read at times, 
simplistic and/or 
technical errors 

 

7-11 points 

Significant errors in 
mechanics, usage, 
grammar, syntax, 
formatting that make 
the paper 
incomprehensible 

6-0 points 

____ 

 

 

 

 
HUM  205  Writing Papers  in Western Civilization II 
 
Writing in  this class addresses a variety of strategies and rhetorical methods. We will 
begin with a description and analysis paper, move on to explore   personal writing in the 
reflective essay, and finish up with  a critical synthesis capstone paper that employs skills 
mastered earlier in the semester. The goal of our  effort is forming sound arguments with 
solid evidence in clear prose.  
 
Formal Essays: Each writing assignment involves  drafting and revising activities. We will 
hold a writing workshop  to review basic composition skills and expectations for this 
class, and students will be referred to relevant sections of The Little Seagull Handbook for 
help with the writing process including grammar, mechanics, citation and documentation 
of sources. In addition, students are  required to submit preliminary drafts of papers, and 
engage in  writing conferences with the instructor.  
 
Portfolio Project: Reading and making a “book”  is the task of this course. All writings 
will be compiled into a portfolio at the end of the semester that includes a brief 
introduction and full revision of at least one formal essay along with edits and correction 
of other writings as advised by the instructor. Full instructions for this project will follow. 

 
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HWC 205         Sample Assignment: Reflective Essay 
 
 
The purpose of this assignment is to compare your own  thought and experience to one of our 
course authors. Write an essay of approximately  1200 words  in response to  the following: 
 
John Locke states, “As much as any one can make use of to any advantage of life before it spoils; 
so much he may by his labour fix a property in” (20).  Locke views property ownership  as a 
basis for wealth, prosperity and positive development of society.  
 
Jean Jacques Rousseau presents a different perspective stating “ As soon as one man realized that 
it was useful for a single  individual to have provisions for two, equality disappeared, property 
came into existence ” (51).  Rousseau thinks private property ownership signals the decline of 
civilization. 
 
Which of the above resonates with your view of  private property ? Is it good or bad; a help or 
hindrance to human life?  Choose one of the above passages and write an essay in which you 
explain the author’s position and describe how it informs or matches your thinking on this 
subject.  You should ground your thesis  in the author’s words, and develop your argument 
through examples and ideas from your own  thought and experience.  
 
 
 
Instructions: 
 

• Prepare a thesis statement and a rough draft for  individual conferences with me in my 
office  during the week of ____________ 

• Type your paper, double space in 12-point font. 
• Provide a title at the top of the first page along with your name and KUID. 
• Even though this is  an example of personal writing, you still need to use standard 

academic language: no second person pronouns; no contractions,  no sloppy grammar or 
usage.  



• Do not consult outside sources. I am interested in hearing from and about you.  (But,  if 
you do use any additional material, document it correctly.)  

PAPER DUE : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


